Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

Signed February 2, 1971 in Ramsar, Iran. 

The treaty's Parties -154
The goal is to halt the worldwide loss of wetlands and to conserve those that remain. Contracting Parties have designated 1674 wetlands sites totaling more than 300 million acres for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. Wetlands play a crucial role in healthy fisheries; near-shore coastal wetlands are the nursery grounds of some deeper ocean species and most of the coastal species that make up fish catches. 

One billion people rely on fish as their main source of protein, yet approximately half of commercially important marine fisheries and inland stocks are fully exploited, and another quarter are over fished, depleted, or recovering, while the demand for fish continues to grow. 

With thirty-three registered Ramsar wetland sites, Ukraine plays an important role in protecting Europe's environmental heritage. The Danube Delta, which has been part of the UNESCO world heritage since 1991, currently hosts about 90 species of fish and 300 species of birds, of which many are extremely rare or about to become extinct. 
For further information, visit the Ramsar Web site at www.ramsar.org.
